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CM Simpson: Writer & Gamer






This is where I write about writing, languages, literature, my books and publishing endeavours, and my academic musings. You might also catch me blogging about pokemon, or Ingress, or showing pictures of the local wildlife or places I visit, but mostly it'll be writing. If you'd like to keep up with just my writing news, and the occasional piece of Australiana please sign up for my newsletter.
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January 06, 2014






Here is my first experiment with uploading files to Blogger. I have collated all the first chapters, first pages, and free reads of work published in 2012 into a PDF file, and connected it below. The links to locations outside the document work fine, but the internal links do not.







In order to be able to read the content more comfortably, just click on the little arrow thingy in the top-left corner of the box. This will close the navigation bar, and allow you to read the excerpts and stories more easily. If you centre the slide bar, you should be able to see most of the page width.



Please let me know how you find viewing this embedded PDF in the comments boxes below.



I was going to write a step-by-step post on this process, but I have 
found that some excellent posts already exist. On January 6, 2014, I 
posted a collection of first chapters, first pages and free reads of 
work published in 2012 as an embedded PDF file.



To 
achieve this, I followed the clear instructions provided by Jason on his
 blog Jasonisms. You can find his post on embedding PDFs HERE. If you're not one for reading, Jason has also provided a video at the same link.



Using slightly different instructions from The Tech Zone blog, I changed the 'share' settings to public.





Also,
 in the comments on The Tech Zone blog, Dark UFO describes how to get 
the link so that people can download the file. The process is a little 
different, with the link being in the sharing settings - and I was 
unable to find the 'Publish to the Web' option Dark UFO described, so I 
think the process might have changed slightly... or I am not so very 
good at this, and have completely missed the option Dark UFO describes. 
One or the other.



Here is the LINK TO DOWNLOAD THIS FILE.



Please let me know if it works.



Other resources include:



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KBEhdDzHyQ: a handy video that uses scribd instead of Google Docs.

http://www.mybloggerlab.com/2013/03/how-to-embed-pdf-and-other-documents-in-blogger-posts.html: is a very clearly written set of directions on embedding documents. I almost wish I'd read this post first, but the post from Jason is almost the same.
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Australian Insects: An Unknown Caterpillar eating Grevillea flower buds




-







November 27, 2013














So, this little guy nearly bought it when I caught it eating the still-forming buds on my Robyn grevillea, but then I thought I might like to see which particular butterfly was responsible, so I took some pictures and decided to keep an eye on it, so I knew when it pupated.   The first shot - caterpillar happily nibbling on flower buds:       Yup - definitely nibbling:      And here's another view. Note the little yellow lumps near its back end. Same day, but it was one of those cloudy days with variegated light.      And it kept nibbling for quite some time:      Stretching out to get the more tasty tidbits, and using its hind feet to keep a firm grip on the branch.        Eventually it looped back on itself...      ...and headed into denser foliage.      It didn't always move in a straight line...      How come caterpillars have more feet than butterflies?      Eventually, it got into some much thicker growth (well, for a young grevillea, anyway), meaning it was somewhat prot
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PokemonGo Tips - Earning the Berry Master Medal




-




December 18, 2017














Another relatively easy one to earn, but it takes time. Main tip? Feed Them All.   Well, okay, it's a bit more like this:   Only the berries you feed to a pokemon in a gym count.  You can only feed berries to pokemon in a gym that belongs to your team.  You can feed up to a maximum of 10 berries to each pokemon.  You can feed any pokemon that belongs to a team member, as well as your own.  You can feed your team's pokemon from home, as long as you have a pokemon in the same gym - as last week's post showed.  It's interesting, but really annoying if you accidentally feed a golden razzberry to a pokemon in a gym... just sayin'.  Sometimes, not having a berry on hand to help catch a pokemon is also annoying - especially when you've just fed all yours to your team's pokemon - so think about that before you go all out stuffing their faces; the medal is pretty, but catching stuff is cool, too.  Also, pokemon are little piggies when it comes to berries.   And that&
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The Great Publishing Challenge: 6 Down, 6 to Go




-




November 19, 2022














This month, I nearly didn't make it. I'd gotten sick, gotten distracted by changes in other things I was doing, gotten a little depressed because things weren't actually working, and was in a bit of an overall funk as I worked out how to change direction and get moving again. At the beginning of November I guesstimated I had around 20,000 words to go on it in the 100 or so pieces of flash I needed to write to finish the book...and then the forward and the author's notes on top of that. I just wanted to give it up...but I didn't. I got to work to see if I really could manage not  to fail, this time, and still do a good job. This is the result: Great Publishing Challenge : Milestone 6 Book 6:  Another 365 Days of Flash Fiction Due:  November 20, 2022 Uploaded On: November 18, 2022   Due for Release On:  November 18, 2022 Type:  A collection of mixed-genre and cross-genre flash fiction of varying lengths between 6-1000 words Content Breakdown:   total pieces-365: Flash
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